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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION MONTH(S) FROM 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 April 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)(g| This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims ' 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-11.13.16.18 and ?Q is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |3 Claim(s) 1-11.13.16.18 and 2Q is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: aO accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawings) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1, E Notice of Re,™ Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q lntervlew Su 

2 U Not,ce of Draftsperson's Paten, Drawing Review (PTO-948) S) □ Notice 0 , mformal Paten, Application (PTO-lii - 

3) |_| Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

RCE 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on April 2, 
2002 has been entered. 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11, 13, 16, 18 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Latypov (5,846,134) in view of Ahdoot (5,913,727), further in view of 
Ullman et al (5,488,362). 

Regarding claims 1-11, 13, 16, 18 and 29, the examiner incorporates the 
rejection made in the prior office action, paper #12, as it relates to the elements of the 
claims taught by Latypov and Ahdoot, herein. With respect to the newly added claim 
feature of the generation of action information on the basis of a transition of the 
estimated relative position, Latypov and Ahdoot do not provide an explicit teaching of 
this feature. However, in an analogous prior art input system that operates in a virtual 
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gaming environment, Ullman teaches this feature (abstract; Fig. 4; Fig. 5; col. 2,lines 
21-25 and lines 41-60). Ullman teaches sensors {contacts and switches} on the user's 
hands, wrists and fingertips that sense different transitions {angles} in movements 
depending on how each of these body parts are moved. For example, a certain 
movement of a player's wrist creates a predetermined angle between his hand with 
respect to his forearm, therefore a certain input occurs (col. 2, lines 21-32). Column 2, 
lines 54-67 through col. 3, lines 1-10, teach different inputs depending on the transition 
{the angle} of the hand to the forearm. It would have been obvious to include this 

feature, as taught by Ullman, in the virtual input devices of Latypov or Ahdoot in order to 

make the input more accurate; thereby making the game more realistic. 

Examiner's Response 

The examiner has addressed the newly amended claim element, which Applicant 

argues for patentability. Further, Applicant's arguments are moot in light of the new 

claim rejections including the reference Ullman, which was cited as prior art in paper #3, 

the first office action. 

Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. Roelofs and Kramer teach gaming in a virtual environment. 

USPTO Contact information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Carmen D. White whose telephone number is 703-308- 
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5275. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on 703-308-1806. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this.application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7768 
for Non-official communications and 703-305-3579 for Official communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1078. 



5:00 PM. 
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